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September 22, 2004

Ms. Irne Seetner
45 Cumberland Lane #309
Ajax, ON L1S 7K3

Dear Ms. Seetner,

It was wonderful meeting your brother, Mr. Joe Otavnik. He has a wonderful enthusiasm for
collecting and a great knowledge of First Nation art.

The Thunder Bay Art is very happy with your generosity and on behalf of the gallery Director,
Sharon Godwin, and our Board of Directors, thank yeu very much for this donation of four
works by artist Norval Morrisseau to our Permanent Collection. The Thunder Bay Art Gallery s
mandated to collect contemporary works by First Nations Artists for its Permanent Collection,
and more recently, has expanded this mandate to include works of national significance by
established regional artists, or works of regional significance in subject matter.

Benevolent gifting is a wonderful way to find a purpose for your collections. Enclosed is our gift
agreement form. Please sign both copies and return both addressed to my attention. We will
countersign your copy and return it you for your records,

In the meantime, we will work toward Cultural Property Application. The appraisals provided
from Maslak-Mcleod will facilitate the process, and we understand a secondary independent

appraisal for each work is on the way. I will keep you abreast of our progress, and once again
thank you very much for your gift.

Yours very truly,

Gail Fikis, Registrar

Encl.
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THUNDER BAY ART GALLERY
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GIFT AGREEME]
i/e# Irene Seetner

Description of Property

Four Original Paintings by First Nations A
1.Untitled { animal spirits facing inward], 1970
acrylic on canvas (framed) 73556 cm M /‘7
syllabic signature, slanting left-right, r centre/ on verso in black aerylic Norval Morrisseau with date 04,74
2.Untitled ftwo shaman and animal spirits in cameo}, 1979
acrylic on canvas 72 x 85 cm  (Lramed)
syllabic signature, horizontal, br ¢/ on verso in black acrylic Norval Morrisseau with date

3.Lake Trout with Eggs, 1973
acrylic on canvas 114 x 80 o (£ romed) SR ‘54‘4

syllabic signature, horizontal, br ¢/ on verso in black acrylic Norval Morrisseau with title and date

4.Untitled [fish with minnows}, 1976 .
acrylic on canvas {unstretched, unframed} 73 x 50 cm
syllabic signature, horizontal, bl ¢ on verso in black acryiic Norval Morrisseau with date

rtist Norvai Morrisseau:

04.7.2

04.7.3

04.7.4
If preferred, state desired wording of credit o be used in display and acknowledgement of gift:

007 Necessmry

Are there any known restrictions of ownership and/or copytight?

Yes No fCircle)
If Yes, please disclose information below or

aftach. Copyright remains with the artist JonAg his fifetime and 50 years after death.

. , 2004
L3
_ Rho
ure{ of Donor . Signature of Donor's Witness
_6;% ~ O \D r o~
Name (print)
LS Cundaclonlanc a3 frone 411 743
Address (Street, City, Province, Postal Code)
The Gallery grate the above (and/or altached) property, subject to approval of the Board of Directors, which
reserves the LG 0L g i ition.
2 (57‘1% 4 o,
per the Gallery - Witness 7
o st _Ocoben 26 /4 QoY
e ) Dale Witnessed - 4

P.O. Box 10193, Thunder Bay. ON Canada PTR £T7 = ~ul ronm rom o ome
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APPLICATION Fog CERTIE|
BRI FICATION OF cuLTURAL PROPERTY rop INCOME T4y

Submitted by:

Thunder Bay Art Gallery

1080 Keewatin St, P.O. Box 10193
Thunder Bay, ON P78 6T7

807 577-6427

Donor:
Ms. Irene Seetner
45 Cumberiang Lane, #309
Ajax, ON L1 S 7K3
905 619-1771
Contents:
Section #3 Donor
% Letter

< Gift Agreement :
% E-mall Correspondence (n/ q)

Section #4 Description of Cultural Property

% Artist and Provenance, Condition, Exhibitions, Bibliography
* Curriculum Vitae .
< Descriptive List. of Works

. % Exhibition and Bibliographic Attachments ( h /q)

Section #5 Documentation

+ Attached, following bound section (v / O )

Section #6 Outstanding Significance and National Importance

** Curator's Narrative
* Collections Mandate Thunder Bay Art Gallery (n /g\ )

Section #7 Declaration of Authenticity
Curator's Signed Declaration and Works Listed
Sectlon #8 Fajy Market Value

Appraisals have been provided by:
1. Mr. Tony Colella, Manager, The Art Gallery on Toro, 20 Toro Rd, Toronto, ON M3y 2A7

2. J. McLean, Appraiser, Maslak-McLeod, 118 Scollard St, Toronto, ON M5R 1G2
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4. DESCRIPTION OF CULTURAL PROPERTY / DESCRIPTION by BIEN CULTUREL

Four acrylic on canvas paintings by Aboriginal Artist Norval Morrisseau [b.1931 -]
These paintings were ail owned by private collector Ms. S
Southern Ontario during the 1990s,
seftings.

eetner of Ajax, Ontario acquired in
They have not been exhibited in public art gallery or mus

1.Untitled [animal spirits facing inward], 1970
73 x 56 cm

signed: syllabic signature, slanting left-

Sne right, r centre / on Verso, in black acrylic ‘Norval Morris

CONDITION: painting is stretched and framed, verso exposed without backing board; work is
excellent condition; frame is in excellent condition,

2.Untitled [two shaman and animal spirits in cameo],1979
72X 85 cm

signed: syllabic signature, horizontal, br ¢/ on verso, in black acrylic ‘Norvaj Morrisseau 1979
04.7.2 ' _ |
CONDITION: painting is stretched and framed, verso exposed without backing board; work is |
excellent condition; frame is in excellent condition.

3.Lake Trout with Eggs,1973

114 x80 cm

04.7.3 ‘ _ '

signed: syllabic signature, horizontal, br ¢/ on verso, in black acrylic “Norval Morrisseau Lake
Trout with Eggs 73* _ . )
CONDITION: painting is stretched and framed, verso exposed without backlpg board; wqu is
showing cracking of the medium vertically on 50% of the surface, centre to right edge; minor
surface grime exits, fair condition; frame is in excellent condition.

4.Untitled [fish with minnows],1976

73 x50 cm : ) ] '
signed: syllabic signature, horizontal, bl ¢/ on verso, in black acrylic ‘Norval Morrisseau 1976
04.7.4 | . . .
CONDITION: painting is neither stretched or framed; surface grime and evidence.lt may have
been stored with a work smaller in size as there is an incised square imprint possibly from anot
framed work being piace on top, roughly 5cm inward from all sides; good condition.
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6. OUTSTANDING SIGNIFICANCE AND NATIONAL IMPORTANCE /
INTERET EXCEPTIONNEL ET IMPORTANCE NATIONALE

The National Gallery of Canada recently pointed to the “archetypal status” of
Norval Morrisseau as it assembled a touring exhibition that views his nearly fifty
years of artistic production.

Recognized as a brilliant innovator, Morrisseau inaugurated the style of painting,
which has come to be called "Woodland”, or “Legend” painting by transferring an
idiom heretofore inherent in historica! rock art and the birchbark Midewiwin
scrolls and reinscribing it in western formats with a highly contemporary palette.
In doing so, he founded a school of visual art, the predominant style of which
persists in active, varied and vital production to this day.

Morrisseau’s work insinuates the vision and position of sacred shamanic practises
in Anishnaabe culture, embodying a visual lexicon of spiritual creatures that is
said to be a direct inheritance from his grandfather. Characterized by
pictographic x-ray depictions, the style imparts the inter-connectivity of all life
forms and their shared interiority. In its simplest forms, Morrisseau’s approach
infers to each viewer the unfolding of an entire cosmogony fully empowered with
transformational possibility and the capacity for shared indwelling.

One of the most widely collected and exhibited personalities of the entire
Aboriginal Renaissance, Morrisseau continues to parallel, inspire and propel
Aboriginal art in this country. As a result, his work also continues to call forth
new research, increased analysis and collection.

The pieces considered here are all modest in scale, all date from the decade of
the seventies, and are fully characteristic. All are original paintings.

Lake Trout With Eggs from 1973 recalls the artist’s early monochromatic
approaches. The Untitled work from 1979 includes a shaman figure among
representative fish, bear, birds and reptile. The Untitled (Animal Spirits Facing
Inward) 1970 is an important distillation, pointing to chthonic origins, and the
Untitled (Fish with Minnows) is thought to have been an endearing gift for a
child. Together these examples expand the repertoire of material that the
Thunder Bay art Gallery can offer for research on this highly important national
treasure.

Glenn Allison, Curator
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7. DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY FOR GUL
F , TURAL PROP
ATTESTATION DE L'AUTHENTICITE DU BIEN GULTUREL '

04.7.1 Norval Momrisseau, Untitled [animat spirits facin,
acrylic on canvas P g inward, 1970
73 x 56

Glit of rene Seetner

04.7.2 Narva! Morrisseau, Untitled fiwo shaman and animal spirits in cameo], 1979
acrylic on canvas
72x85
Gift of lrene Seetner

04.7.3 Norval Motrisseau, Lake Trout with Eggs, 1973
acryiic on canvas
114 x 80
Gift of lrens Seetnier

04.7.4 Norval Morrisseau, Untitled [fish with minnows], 1976
actylic on canvas
73 x50
Gift of Irene Seetner

The four paintings by artist Norval Morrisseau are currently on site and have been examined;
each painting is signed in syllabic on the face of each work.

| declare the four works listed by artist Norval Morrisseau . .- = to be authentic.
Glenf{ Allison bap~ /

Cuydtor, Thunder Bay Art Gallery

Mr. Glenn Allison bagan his career as Research Curator at the Vancouver Art G:allery. working
with Doris Shadbolt from 1968 — 1972. His experience.of more than thirty years moluc.les
management of the Bau-Xi Galleries on the west coast of Canada; I_nstnx:tor of An History for
Columbia Junior College and Capilano College; instructor for the I?vntish Columbia Museums
Assoclation; instructor for the Association of Manitoba Museums; instructor for Brandon
University, Manitoba; Director-Curator of the Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba, Brandon
1989 — 1999; Director Canadian Clay & Glass Gallery, Waterioo 2000 - 2003.
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