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Attention: Joseph McLeod
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Spirit", a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the date "79".

Vieoaite: Www3.s

Re: Handwriting Identification of Norval Morrisseau

Head Office:

311 Richmond Road
Suite 309

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
K1Z 6X3

(613) 722-7058 (Tel)
(613) 728-5568 (Fax)

Branch Office:

350 Palmerston Boulevard
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M6G 2N6

(416) 927-1453 (Tel/Fax)

You have asked me to examine signatures and accompanying handwriting on several paintings reportedly
produced by Norval Morrisseau during the 1970's. The actual paintings examined are itemised below. In
each instance the signatures and hand printing in question are found on the reverse side of the canvas and,
for the most part, they appear in the upper right panel. Two of the paintings in question have signatures
executed in pencil, while the remainder have signatures and writings produced with a paintbrush and ink.
Given the limitations of signing one's name and hand printing titles with a paintbrush, due consideration
was paid to the potential differences that might arise between such signings and those done with 2 normal

£ pen. For comparison purposes I have been provided with three letters: one addressed to Dear Sussana and
3 dated December 30 1968; one addressed to Dear Mrs. S. McLeod and dated Jan. 15 1965. The third is a
S photocopy of a portion of a letter beginning with the words "So I will close” and is undated. Also provided
1::" were original signatures in a set of prints titled "The French Print", of which there were six sample
2 signatures.

=

3 The paintings of interest are as follows:

2

o

'% Copper Thunderbird: measuring approximately 6' x 4, bearing the title "Warrior Thunderbird", a
= questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the date "77".

P

Artist Speaks to Moose Spirit: measuring approximately 5' x 5', bearing the title "Artist Speaks to Moose
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Bears in Landscapes: measuring approximately 5' x 4', bearing a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature
and the date "74".

Loons: measuring approximately 2'%2' x 372!, bearing a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the date
”75”.

Fire Spirit: measuring approximately 22" x 22!, bearing the title " Fire Spirit ", a questioned Norval
Morrisseau signature and the date "77".

Spirit Composition: measuring approximately 3' x 4', bearing a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature
(written in pencil) and the date "79".

Shaman Astral Plane: measuring approximately 5' x 5 /', bearing the title "Shaman on Astral Plane”, a
questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the date "77".

Beaver God: measuring approximately 4' x 3', bearing a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the
date "74".

Shaman Underworld: measuring approximately 5' x 3!, bearing a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature
and the date "78".

Together: measuring approximately 5' x 4', bearing the title "Together", a questioned Norval Mortisseau
signature and the date "77".

Family: bearing a questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the date "71".

Astral Spirit with Evil Serpant: bearing the title " Astral (Ansistail?) Spirit with Evil Serpant ", a
questioned Norval Morrisseau signature and the date "78".

Colour copies of the paintings and the hand printing and signatures appearing on the reverse side of each
painting are attached to this report.

Methods and Observations

As stated earlier, many of the signatures, hand printed titles and accompanying dates have probably been
executed with a paintbrush and ink. As such the movements are somewhat more simplistic and elementary
than one would expect to find in a normal cursive signature executed with a pen. Consideration was given
to the influence of the writing instrument and surface in the comparison that was conducted. On some of
the paintings the signature and/or title is partially missing due to either smudging or gradual removal of
portions of the ink. As such, certain characteristics in the signature can no longer be assessed.

Seven of the signatures, some of which are accompanied by titles, show clear indications of writing
movements that are consistent with the hand printing and signatures in the Norval Morrisseau samples.
The types of similarities identified are habits of connecting certain letters and disconnecting others;
proportions of one letter to another; the relative size of one letter to another; slope; spacing; and alignment.
In most instances it was noted that the uppercase N and M of the given and surname had some differences
in structure. Most particularly they differ from the specimens in that they often lack some of the initial
movements and have separated strokes. In my opinion these discrepancies may very well be accounted for
by the influence of the writing instrument, resulting in cruder letter structures. The specific paintings that
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show the above similarities are: Artist Speaks to Moose Spirit,79; Copper Thunderbird, 77; Loons, 75; Spirit
' Composition, 79; Shaman Underworld, 78; Together, 77; and Family; 71.

The signatures and titles on the remaining paintings are either too indistinct or too abbreviated in form to
allow an opinion to be expressed.

Attached to this report is a copy of my curriculum vitae.

Prepared hy:
iarf LindBlom, BA. T3S, Dip.

Forensic Document Examiner




1. Copper Thunderbird - approx. 6'/4"
Back: Norval Morrisseau - Warrior Thunderbird - '77



2. Artist Speaks to Moose Spirit - approx. 5'/5'
Back: Norval Morrisseau - Artist Speaks to Moose Spirit - '79



3. Bears in Landscapes - approx. 5'/4'
Back: Norval Morrisseau - - '74



4. Loons - approx.2.5/3.5'
Back: Norval Morrisseau - - '75




5. Fire Spirit - approx. 2.5'/2.5'
Back: Norval Morrisseau - Fire Spirit - '77




































